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When purveyors provide not for themselves,
When takers take no bribes nor use no brags,
When customers conceal no covine used,
When searchers see all corners in a ship,
(And spy no pence by any sight they see),
When shrives do serve all process as they ought,
When bailiffs strain none other thing but strays,
When auditors their counters cannot change,
When proud surveyors take no parting pence,
When .silver sticks not on the teller's fingers,
And when receivers pay as they receive:
When all these folk,have quite forgotten fraud,

(Again my priests, a little by your leave.)
When sycophantes can find no place in court,
But are espied for echoes, as they are j
When roisters ruffle hot above their rule,
Nor colour craft by swearing 'precious coles';
When fencers' fees are like to apes* rewards,
A piece of bread and therewithall a bob 5
When Lais lives not like a lady's peer,
Nor useth art in dyeing of her hair;
When all these things are ordered as they ought,
And see themselves within my glass of steel:
Even then (my priests) may you make holiday,
And pray no more but ordinary prayers.

G. GASCOIGNE

From Mother Hubberds Tale, 1591
The Suitor at Court
So pitifull a thing is Suters state!
Most miserable man, whom wicked fate
Hath brought to Court, to sue for had ywist,
That few have found, and manie one hath mist!
Full little knowest thou, that hast not tride,
What hell it is in suing long to bide:
To loose good dayes, that might be better spent j
To wast long nights in pensive discontent 5
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